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General developments 

 

Preliminary results following Burundi’s presidential 

elections on 21 July placed incumbent President Pierre 

Nkurunziza in the lead with 69 per cent of the votes. 

Agathon Rwasa, the leading opposition leader was second 

with 19 per cent of the votes cast. Voter turnout was 73 per 

cent according to the Burundi National Electoral 

Commission. The final official results will be announced in 

nine days. President Nkurunziza’s victory comes amid 

criticism in the way the elections were conducted with calls 

for negotiations and peace to quell and avert further 

violence and insecurity in the country.  

Prior to the announcement, the leading Burundian human 

rights activist Pierre Claver Mbonimpa said he would not 

recognize the incumbent President Nkurunziza’s expected 

victory. In addition, the Burundian Association for the 

Protection of Human Rights and Persons Detained 

(APRODH) has claimed that a number of members of the 

electoral commission who were supervising the 21 July elections – may have used fraudulent electoral voting 

cards. The Preliminary statement of EAC Election Observation Mission leaked in the media on 23 July,  

concluded that the “electoral process fell short of the principles and standards for holding free, fair, peaceful, 

transparent and credible elections as stipulated in various international, continental as well as EAC Principles 

of Election Observation and Evaluation.” On 21 July, the USA warned that elections held under the current 

conditions in Burundi will not be credible and will further discredit the government. The Burundi civil society 

also issued a similar statement saying they will not recognize the President. They strongly condemned the 

elections saying it was a coup against the Arusha accord and the Burundi constitution.   

Media sources reported on 23 July that Burundi’s leading opposition politician, Agathon Rwasa, called on 

President Nkurunziza to form a national unity government saying it would help avert new conflict. In a 

rejoinder, the advisor to the President was quoted saying, ‘A government of unity is not a problem for 

Nkurunziza.’    

 

The US ambassador to Burundi stated that the United States will review its relations and level of aid to 

Burundi over the next two months. The US provides training and equipment worth about $80m a year for 

Burundi's military and security forces, along with other aid. The aim, she added, is to ensure US aid to the 

health, and other such, sectors is not affected. EU foreign affairs chief Federica Mogherini reiterated a threat to 

impose sanctions on "those whose action have led to or are leading to acts of violence and repression, to the 

serious violations of human rights or hindering the quest for a political solution" to the crisis. EU official told 

Reuters that six government officials are likely to be targeted by travel bans and asset freezes. 

Meanwhile, on 23 July, the United Nations Secretary-General (SG) took note of the broadly peaceful conduct 

of polling in the presidential elections and called on all parties to continue to remain calm and immediately 

resume an inclusive political dialogue to address the challenges facing the country.  The SG also welcomed the 

deployment of African Union (AU) human rights observers and military experts aimed at helping prevent an 

escalation of violence and facilitating a peaceful resolution of the serious political crisis affecting Burundi. The 

European Union (EU) also added its voice urging the Burundi Government and the opposition parties to return 

http://www.ibtimes.co.uk/burundi-elections-vote-rigging-allegations-come-civil-society-vows-reject-results-1512438
http://www.theinsider.ug/exclusive-eac-team-fails-to-release-report-on-unfair-burundi-polls/
http://www.state.gov/r/pa/prs/ps/2015/07/245104.htm
file:///C:/Users/maingi/AppData/Local/Temp/notesC9812B/Communiqué%20société%20civile%20-%2021%20juillet%202015.docx
http://reliefweb.int/report/burundi/crisis-hit-burundi-announce-presidential-election-result
http://www.un.org/sg/statements/index.asp?nid=8850
http://www.peaceau.org/uploads/auc-comm-press-burundi-21-7-2015-1.pdf
http://www.consilium.europa.eu/fr/press/press-releases/2015/07/23-eeas-mogherini-burundi/?utm_source=dsms-auto&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=D%C3%A9claration+de+la+Haute+Repr%C3%A9sentante+Federica+Mogherini+au+nom+de+l%27Union+europ%C3%A9enne+suite+%C3%A0


 

 

to dialogue adding that the humanitarian impact, social-economic and security crisis in the country and the 

region are of great concern.   

Regional humanitarian impact 

Burundians continue to flee the country due to fear and insecurity, with the majority of new arrivals in 

neighboring countries being women and children who require urgent humanitarian assistance. As of 24 July, 

177,961 people had fled Burundi since April 2015. The Regional Refugee Response Plan covering the period 

from April to September remains only 14 per cent funded. 

 
   Source: UNHCR 
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Humanitarian impact inside Burundi 

While population movements outside Burundi are well captured by the UN High Commission for Refugees 

(UNHCR), the humanitarian community inside Burundi has identified a gap in available information on 

internal displacement and the crucial need to collect information on general displacement patterns. This will 

assist in identifying humanitarian needs of these displaced populations and allow for a dignified and 

appropriate humanitarian response. Data collection is being stepped up and will include demographic statistics, 

locations of origin and destination, inclusive of transit areas, duration of time in respective locations and basic 

humanitarian needs.  IOM recently conducted an initial pilot of Displacement Tracking Matrix (DTM) in 

Kabonga Province to review the humanitarian needs and profile this community. IOM plans to expand its 

DTM Matrix to include all the affected provinces.  

WFP is scaling up to provide emergency food assistance to 100,000 vulnerable people affected by the ongoing 

crisis in Bujumbura Mairie, Kirundo and Makamba Provinces. So far, WFP has provided food to about 73,750 

people in the affected provinces under the first phase of the response (mid-June to September). This assistance 

is in addition to WFP’s ongoing intervention to support already food insecure populations. 

 
Background 

Civil unrest erupted on 26 April in Bujumbura after the ruling CNDD-FDD party elected President Pierre 

Nkurunziza on 25 April as its candidate for the 26 June presidential election. Nkurunziza has been in office for two 

terms since 2005, and a broad array of actors warned that an attempt to seek a third term was unconstitutional and 

contrary to the spirit of the 2000 Arusha Peace and Reconciliation Agreement for Burundi that ended a decade of 

civil war in the country. Despite an appeal by the Senate, Burundi’s Constitutional Court determined that President 

Nkurunziza was eligible for re-election – although the Court’s deputy president fled to Rwanda prior to this 

decision. A coup d’état was subsequently launched on 13 May in Bujumbura while President Nkurunziza was at an 

East African Community Summit in Dar es Salaam, Tanzania, intended to try to resolve the current crisis in 

Burundi. The coup was rapidly thwarted, and President Nkurunziza returned to the country. 

 

* * * 

The next Flash Update will be issued according to developments in the situation. In the meantime, for further 

information, contact Matthew Conway, Public Information Officer, OCHA Eastern Africa, at conwaym@un.org. To 

receive this and other OCHA Eastern Africa reports, please subscribe at http://bit.ly/1lunDLk 
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